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UK President and Local Law Firms Host Governors to  
Benefit Center for Research on Violence Against Women 

 
 LEXINGTON, Ky. (June 14, 2004) – University of Kentucky President Lee T. Todd Jr. and 

the law firms of Greenebaum Doll & McDonald, Stites & Harbison, and Stoll Keenon & Park hosted 

Kentucky’s former governors and other dignitaries at a benefit dinner for the UK Center for Research on 

Violence Against Women June 14.   

 During the dinner, Todd described UK’s creation of the innovative center.  “We established 

the Center for Research on Violence Against Women because every year in the United States 

thousands of women lose their lives to violence, but we have yet to adequately apply science toward 

trying to prevent that,” said Todd.  “UK will be on the forefront in this nation in advancing research and 

scholarship to address violence against women.” 

The university bestowed “legacy awards” on the former governors in order to highlight the role 

of the Commonwealth’s chief executive in improving safety, health, mental health, education, and 

equality for women.   

“This event is extraordinary in its representation of over three decades of gubernatorial service,“ 

said Carol Jordan, director of the UK Center for Research on Violence Against Women.  “Within that 

time and within the administrations of the seven governors here or represented here this evening, is a 

collection of reforms that strengthened the protection and well-being of women across the 

Commonwealth.”   

Those who received awards from Todd included Sen. Wendell Ford, Gov. Julian M. Carroll, 

Gov. John Y. Brown, Jr., Gov. Martha Layne Collins, and Gov. Paul E. Patton. The late Gov. Louie B. 

Nunn was represented by his son, state Rep. Steve Nunn, and Gov. Brereton C. Jones was 

represented by former First Lady Libby Jones.   

The dinner was attended by members of the Kentucky General Assembly, including House 

Majority Leader Rocky Adkins, Sen. Robert Stivers, Sen. Gerald Neal, Sen. Julie Denton, Sen. Tom 

Buford, Sen. Alice Forgy Kerr, Rep. Harry Moberly, Rep. Robin Webb, Rep. Kathy Stein, Rep. Ruth 

Ann Palumbo, and Rep. Susan Westrom.  Members of the state’s judiciary at every level were also 

present. 
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