
 
ABOUT THE SPEAKER: 
Mary Woolley is the president of Research!America, the nation’s 
largest not-for-profit alliance working to make research to improve 
health a higher national priority. Woolley is an elected member of the 
National Academy of Medicine (formerly the Institute of Medicine) 
and served two terms on its Governing Council. She is a recipient of 
the NAM’s Adam Yarmolinsky Medal for distinguished service. She 
serves on the National Academy of Sciences Board on Higher Education 
and the Workforce. She is a founding member of the Board of 
Associates of the Whitehead Institute, and a member of The Division 
of the Biological Sciences and the Pritzker School of Medicine Council 
of the University of Chicago. Prior to Research!America, she was the 
CEO of the Medical Research Institute of San Francisco. She holds two 
honorary doctoral degrees, from the Northeast Ohio Medical 
University (NEOMED) and Wayne State University.  

 
ABOUT THE TALK: 
Scientists have an important role to play in ensuring that the public, 
media and policymakers hear about the benefits of research from the 
standpoint of how science contributes to economic growth and 
prosperity, national security, and health. At a time when Congress and 
the public are questioning science, and given heightened public and 
policymaker demand for less government spending as well as more 
transparency and accountability, it’s past time to overcome the near-
invisibility of scientists and institutions of science. Mary Woolley, 
president and CEO, Research!America will discuss the current state of 
federal science and health research agency budgets, share relevant 
public opinion survey data and provide insights on how to effectively 
communicate with the public, policymakers and the media.  
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