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Introduction 
 
The Kentucky Watershed Directory is being provided in conjunction with the Kentucky 
Watershed Forum, held on October 26, 2018, in Lexington, Kentucky.  The purpose of 
the Watershed Forum is to foster information exchange and partnerships among 
Kentucky’s water quality professionals, researchers and practitioners.  It is anticipated 
that the gathering will inspire better coordinated research and collaborative 
management efforts to improve water quality in the state through broader and stronger 
partnerships. 
 
To assist with this goal, the Directory is intended as a reference tool for identifying 
useful resources and contacts that may be helpful in pursuing watershed and water 
quality improvements across the state.  Partners are categorized in the document as: 

• Government Agencies 
• Consultants 
• Non-Profit Organizations 
• Universities 

The listings within each of these categories are by no means exhaustive but include a 
good representation of important entities from those who were able to provide 
information. 

Under each directory entry, you will find the following details and responses: 

• Mission Statement 
• Focus of Organization 
• Website Address 
• Contact Information 
• Organization’s Water-Related Goals & Priorities 
• Organizational Resources to Assist Watershed Partners 
• Main Areas of Expertise 
• Areas to Strengthen to be More Effective at Watershed Improvement 
• Collaborative Opportunities 

This Directory is also available electronically on KWRRI’s website at 
https://www.research.uky.edu/kwrri, where it will be updated periodically to keep 
information current and relevant.  Please feel free to contact us with any corrections or 
additions so that we can improve it for continued use. 

We hope that you find this resource valuable in your Kentucky watershed pursuits!   

  

https://www.research.uky.edu/kwrri
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Bluegrass Area 
Development District 
 

Mission Statement: 

Enhance the economy of our communities through planning to maximize resources, 
projects to promote development, and programs to improve the quality of life for the 
citizens of the region. 

Focus of Organization: 

BGADD provides a regional voice for the local governments on issues such as planning, 
economic development, environmental, transportation, security, public utility systems 
and other community interests. They also partner with local, state and federal 
governments to obtain project funding, manage and administer programs and assist in 
personnel and resource management. BGADD facilitates the 409 Water Management 
Council, Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Advisory Committee, 
Sanitation District Roundtable, GIS services and more. BGADD serves counties in 
central KY as well as the following watersheds: Kentucky, Licking, Lower Ohio-Salt, 
Upper Cumberland, and Green. 

Website:  http://bgadd.org/ 

Contacts: 

Karyn Leverenz 
Infrastructure Development Coordinator 
699 Perimeter Drive 
Lexington, KY 40517 
859-269-8021 
kleverenz@bgadd.org  

 
Shane New 
Director of Community Planning 
699 Perimeter Drive 
Lexington, KY 40517 
859-269-8021 
shanen@bgadd.org 

 
  

http://bgadd.org/
mailto:kleverenz@bgadd.org
mailto:shanen@bgadd.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

409 Councils exist to coordinate water and wastewater system development at a 
regional level. The BGADD, through the 409 Council, coordinates plans and projects to 
avoid duplication of service, ensure consistency with local and regional land use plans 
and promote cost-effectiveness. They also strive to assist utilities in meeting the needs of 
those unserved or underserved by public water and wastewater utilties. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

BGADD offers a range of services including but not limited to: funding application 
assistance and administration of funds, environmental review assistance, project 
development and execution, assistance with procurement, rate studies, and GIS 
services. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Planning, grant writing, GIS/mapping, funding administration, project development 
and management. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Would like to learn more about available funding opportunities unique to watersheds, 
and develop deeper relationships with other watershed specific organizations. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest?  

BGADD has already worked closely with KWRRI and Bluegrass Greensource on the 
Lincoln Co. Sanitation District Phase 1 Sewer Project. We are currently tackling Phase 2. 
BGADD is also working closely with the City of Georgetown to address a major sewer 
issue in southern Scott County. 
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Daniel Boone National 
Forest 
 

Mission Statement: 

To sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation's forests and grasslands 
to meet the needs of present and future generations. 

We manage public forest land for multiple uses, including recreation, wildlife habitat, 
watershed health, timber, and range.  We restore degraded watersheds to improve water 
and soil quality.  Citizens of the United States are our target audience. 

Website: https://www.fs.usda.gov/dbnf  

Contacts: 

Claudia Cotton 
Forest Soil Scientist 
1700 Bypass Road 
Winchester, KY  40391 
859-745-3115 
ccotton@fs.fed.us  
 
Jon Walker 
Forest Hydrologist 
1700 Bypass Road 
Winchester, KY  40391 
859-745-3181 
jwalker05@fs.fed.us  

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

To manage and/or restore watersheds to ensure the quality and quantity of water 
necessary to protect ecological functions, aquatic species and habitats, and support state 
designated beneficial uses.  To maintain or improve soil productivity. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Information sharing, technical expertise, and funding. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Forestry, hydrology, soil science, botany, ecology. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/dbnf
mailto:ccotton@fs.fed.us
mailto:jwalker05@fs.fed.us
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What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Capacity, interagency collaboration. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Stream restorations, education, mineland reforestation/restoration, and monitoring. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

None at this time.



   2018 Kentucky Watershed Organization Directory 

11 | P a g e  
 

Kentucky Wetland and 
Stream Mitigation Program 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

The Kentucky Wetland and Stream Mitigation Program (FILO) provides a timely and 
economical alternative for compensatory mitigation for losses to waters of the United 
States (WOUS) authorized by Department of Army (DA) permits pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
of 1899 (33 USC 401, 403). 

Focus of Organization: 

FILO finds and develops restoration projects for Wetland and Stream mitigation 
purposes.  The program is available statewide and organized by 'Service Area'.  Funds 
generated within a given service area are applied within that same service area.  Service 
Areas are currently entire or portions of major river basins, but are defined by and 
subject to change as directed by USACE.  Project sites are generally large (1 mile or more 
of stream) consist of preservation quality streams under threat, or physically degraded 
streams where restoration potential is determined to be sustainable and align with 
program criteria. 

Website: https://fw.ky.gov/Fish/Pages/Stream-Team-Program.aspx  

Contacts: 

Mike Hardin 
Fisheries Division Program Coordinator, Assistant Director 
#1 Sportsmans Lane  
Frankfort KY 40601 
502-892-4471 
mike.hardin@ky.gov  
 
Rob Lewis 
FILO Program Coordinator, Engineer 
#1 Sportsmans Lane 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-564-5277 
rob.lewis@ky.gov  

 

 

https://fw.ky.gov/Fish/Pages/Stream-Team-Program.aspx
mailto:mike.hardin@ky.gov
mailto:rob.lewis@ky.gov
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Provide Wetland and Stream mitigation restoration to account for losses by impacts to 
wetland and streams in the same service area. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

The restoration portion of FILO projects are fully funded by the program.  Partnering 
for other aspects of projects present good opportunities. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Engineering, Stream Ecology/Biology. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Outreach and partnering. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Fund projects on public lands, expand public access to wilderness or ecologically 
protected areas
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Kentucky Association of 
Conservation Districts 
 

 

Mission Statement: 

To assist Kentucky's 121 local Conservation Districts and some 40 plus watershed 
conservancy districts in carrying out their duties in KRS Chapter 262. 

Focus of Organization: 

Assist private landowners in reducing pollution of the waters of the Commonwealth and 
manage 200 surface impoundments for flood control and water supply. 

Website: 
http://conservation.ky.gov/Pages/KentuckyAssociationofConservationDistricts.aspx  

Contacts: 

Stephen A. Coleman 
Area 6 Director 
103 Lakeview Court 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-330-5044 
colemansteve51@gmail.com  
 
Crystall Renfro 
KACD Executive Director 
1505 Richmond Road 
Irvine, KY 40336 
crystal.renfro.kacd@outlook.com  
 
Shane Wells 
KACD President 
swells@logantele.com  

 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Improve water quality, quantity, and overall management of water resource. 

 

http://conservation.ky.gov/Pages/KentuckyAssociationofConservationDistricts.aspx
mailto:colemansteve51@gmail.com
mailto:crystal.renfro.kacd@outlook.com
mailto:swells@logantele.com
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Local, state and federal program financial and technical assistance. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Working with private landowners and citizens to address a wide variety of 
environmental issues and concerns. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Improve networking with other groups to expand impact on water resource 
improvements in the Commonwealth. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

N/A 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Addressing the concern of making needed improvements in keeping Dam Structures up 
to standards. 
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Kentucky Association of 
Counties 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

The Kentucky Association of Counties (KACo) is dedicated to serving all Kentucky 
counties by providing the highest quality programs/services and advocating legislative 
solutions for Kentucky's counties both today and tomorrow. 

Focus of Organization: 

KACo assists counties, their special districts and cities that are working with counties 
and districts, with drinking water and wastewater infrastructure planning, development 
and rehabilitation, with emphasis on application of  site-appropriate technology.  KACo 
assists with and supports legislation focused on regional and overall improvement of 
community water quality. 

Website: https://www.kaco.org  

Contacts: 
Mr. Roger Recktenwald 
Director of Infrastructure Planning & Assistance 
Kentucky Association of Counties 
400 Englewood Drive 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-223-7667 
Roger.Recktenwald@kaco.org  
 
Mr. Brian Roy 
Executive Director & CEO 
Kentucky Association of Counties 
400 Englewood Drive 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-223-7667 
Brian.Roy@kaco.org  
 
Ms. Shellie Hampton 
Director of Governmental Relations 
Kentucky Association of Counties 
400 Englewood Drive 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-223-7667 
Shellie.Hampton@kaco.org  

https://www.kaco.org/
mailto:Roger.Recktenwald@kaco.org
mailto:Brian.Roy@kaco.org
mailto:Shellie.Hampton@kaco.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

To provide hands-on assistance to county leaders engaged in planning and 
implementing water and wastewater infrastructure projects that effect the overall 
improvement of community water quality. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Direct involvement of staff to assess current status of utility service providers, assist 
with drafting organizational papers, ordinances, assisting with drafting of proposed 
legislation or related necessary documents to establish a local legal body capable of 
implementing infrastructure projects and performing utility services. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Assisting the various constitutional officers within county government in Kentucky via 
an array of hands-on, and over the shoulder services including legal consultation, 
technical and administrative assistance, guidance in community planning and 
organizational services, legislative advocacy  and communications. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

The capacity to achieve an effective simplification and focusing of state and federal 
resources so as to allow such resources to practically support local governments 'first 
responders' role in dealing with the critical environmental quality issues of sustaining 
drinking water availability achievements at the local level and of dramatically expanding 
the accessibility of wastewater services across the Commonwealth. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

The current level of regulatory meddling with public water and wastewater service-
providing utilities at the policy level offers a strategic opportunity for experienced utility 
managers, research academicians, federal and state funding agencies, and public water 
and wastewater assistive organizations to work collaboratively to re-think the purpose 
and evaluate the practical value of such regulation to Kentucky's service providers and 
hence, to Kentucky. 
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Kentucky Division of 
Abandoned Mine Lands 
 

 

Mission Statement: 

The Division of Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) works throughout the state’s coal fields 
to protect the public from health and safety problems caused by mining that occurred 
prior to 1982. 

Focus of Organization: 

Examples of hazards that can be found on abandoned mine sites are landslides, water-
filled pits, open mine portals and dilapidated equipment and buildings. The division 
restores these degraded sites to a safe and environmentally stable condition through a 
process known as reclamation. 

AML also administers a water supply replacement program. The division extends 
waterlines into areas where drinking water has been contaminated by past mining. 

Website: https://www.aml.ky.gov  

Contacts: 

Bob Scott 
Director 
300 Sower Blvd, 2nd Fl. 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-6761 
BobF.Scott@ky.gov  
 
Samantha Johnson 
Environmental Scientist V 
300 Sower Blvd, 2nd Fl. 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-6673 
SamanthaM.Johnson@ky.gov

https://www.aml.ky.gov/
mailto:BobF.Scott@ky.gov
mailto:SamanthaM.Johnson@ky.gov
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

AML funded projects are prioritized based on direct impacts to the safety and health of 
people; therefore, stream-related projects are not always funded.  AML manages an 
AMD mitigation fund where the primary goal is to improve water quality.  Many of the 
AMD sites chosen have a TMDL and we work closely with Kentucky Division of Water 
(KYDOW) to develop a plan that meets both agencies’ goals.  Generally, the conditions 
set forth in regulation for water quality cannot be attained and/or maintained by AML 
in perpetuity. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

AML can make our water sampling data available.  Due to the negative mining impacts 
in many of these areas, the topographic data is not always correct; therefore, AML will 
survey the site and/or fly the drone to get a more accurate representation of the area.  
That data would also be available. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

AML is a diverse group of engineers, geologists, soil scientist and environmental 
scientists. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Obtaining standardized water quality data from coordinating entities will improve the 
effectiveness of many AML projects.  Baseline water quality data on applicable streams 
is necessary so AML may plan for reclamation and remediation instead of monitoring 
water quality pre-project to determine positive impacts. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

We can offer potentially coordinating projects that meet our AMD needs with impaired 
streams.  This is something we are trying to do with KYDOW.
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Kentucky Division of 
Conservation 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

To responsibly administer the conservation programs of the division to ensure, through 
conservation districts, the availability of technical and financial assistance to the 
landowners of Kentucky. 

Focus of Organization: 

The Division of Conservation Provides assistance to the Conservation Districts in 
Kentucky and administratively supports the Soil and Water Conservation Commission 
and the Agriculture Water Quality Authority. The Division distributes state cost share to 
landowners for practices on their farms that protect water quality and prevent soil 
erosion. 

Website: http://conservation.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx  

Contacts: 

Paulette Akers 
Director 
300 Sower Blvd. 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-6300 
Paulette.Akers@ky.gov  
 
Jim Roe 
Environmental Scientist 
300 Sower Blvd 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-7056 
James.Roe@ky.gov  

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Protect water quality through development and installation of on-farm best 
management practices. 

  

http://conservation.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:Paulette.Akers@ky.gov
mailto:James.Roe@ky.gov
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Information sharing. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Agriculture related practices that prevent soil erosion and protect water quality. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Collaboration and mapping. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

I think the Division can sometimes represent farming interests and educate people 
about the practices available.
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Kentucky Division of 
Forestry 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Kentucky Division of Forestry (KDF) is to protect, conserve and 
enhance the forest resources of the Commonwealth through a public informed of the 
environmental, social and economic importance of these resources. 

Focus of Organization: 

The division offers a variety of programs and services ranging from landowner 
assistance and master logger training to forest health protection and wildland fire 
management. The division is also involved in the operation of tree seedling nurseries, 
urban forestry assistance and forestry education.  

Website: http://forestry.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx  

Contacts: 

Steve Kull 
Assistant Director 
300 Sower Boulevard 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-7167 
steve.kull@ky.gov  
 
Tim Brown 
Branch Manager of Field Operations and Timber Harvest Compliance 
300 Sower Boulevard 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-7181 
tim.brown@ky.gov  
 
Bridget Abernathy 
Urban Forestry Partnership Coordinator 
300 Sower Boulevard 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-7176 
bridget.abernathy@ky.gov  

http://forestry.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:steve.kull@ky.gov
mailto:tim.brown@ky.gov
mailto:bridget.abernathy@ky.gov
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Water quality protection during timber harvest operations.  Technical assistance to 
private forest landowners and communities. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Technical assistance through Kentucky Master Logger, Forest Stewardship, and Urban 
and Community Forestry Programs. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Forest health and protection. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Capacity to provide increased services. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Identification of key contacts relating to specific issues. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Not Presently.
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Kentucky Division of Mine 
Permits 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

The goal of the Division of Mine Permits is to protect human health and the 
environment from adverse effects of coal mining and reclamation operations. This is 
accomplished by evaluating mining and reclamation plans and issuing permits to ensure 
that coal mining operations meet the performance standards established under the 
federal Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) of 1977. 

Focus of Organization: 

The Division of Mine Permits is responsible for reviewing applications for surface & 
underground coal mines & related facilities in Kentucky, identifying deficiencies within 
the applications, determining whether or not an application is compliant with state & 
federal laws. The regulations & statutes DMP enforces are aimed at protecting public 
health & many focus on preserving water quality in the vicinity of mine sites & those 
areas downstream. DMP reviews ground & surface water monitoring plans, stream 
restoration plans, & hydrologic reclamation plans for mine sites. DMP also compiles 
cumulative hydrologic impact assessments for mined watersheds. DMP specifically 
regulates the mining of coal, and as such is geographically limited to the Eastern & 
Western Kentucky Coalfields. 

Website: http://minepermits.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx  

Contacts: 

Nick Lawhon 
Environmental Scientist IV 
300 Sower Boulevard 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-6684 
nick.lawhon@ky.gov  

Jeff Baird 
Director 
300 Sower Boulevard 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-7242 
jeff.baird@ky.gov 

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

DMP's main goal is to prevent off-site impacts to the hydrologic balance by mining. 
DMP also seeks to characterize the potential hydrologic consequences of mining and 
reclamation activities on Kentucky's surface and groundwater systems. 

http://minepermits.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:nick.lawhon@ky.gov
mailto:jeff.baird@ky.gov
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Public records related to coal mining operations in Kentucky and surface and 
groundwater monitoring data from the Kentucky coalfields. These records include 
mining plans and technical specifications, environmental resource maps, preliminary 
geological and hydrological sampling, and site reclamation plans. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

DMP's primary area of expertise is the regulation of coal mining as prescribed by the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. DMP's individual staff 
backgrounds are diverse, with employees holding degrees and experience in mining and 
civil engineering, environmental science, geology, hydrology, biology, archaeology, 
forestry, geographic information systems, and natural resources management. DMP has 
several licensed Professional Engineers and one registered Professional Geologist, with 
another staff member sitting for that license later this year. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

DMP would like to strengthen its ability to acquire accurate ground and surface water 
quality and quantity data to better inform policy decisions and aid in the review of 
mining permit applications. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

DMP staff regularly collaborate with other divisions within the Energy and Environment 
Cabinet. One area of collaboration that would be ideal for DMP is coordinating ground 
and surface water monitoring to better characterize the hydrology of the Kentucky 
coalfield under natural settings and the impacts of mining activities on the hydrologic 
balance. An example of an ideal program for this would be the Division of Water's 
"Watershed Watch in Kentucky" program. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

At this time, DMP does not have any specific needs; however, the agency can always 
make use of additional hydrologic monitoring data. 
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Kentucky Division of 
Water 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Kentucky Division of Water is to manage, protect and enhance the 
quality and quantity of the Commonwealth's water resources for present and future 
generations through voluntary, regulatory and educational programs. 

Focus of Organization: 

The Division works to achieve its mission by focusing on the following goals: 
• Protecting, managing, and restoring water resources 
• Full compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act 
• Conducting effective water resources planning 
• Promoting better data management and communication 
• Addressing critical water infrastructure needs 

 
The vision of the Kentucky Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS) Control Program is to 
protect the quality of Kentucky’s surface and groundwater from known NPS       
pollution, to abate NPS threats, and to restore degraded waters to the extent that water 
quality standards are met and beneficial uses are supported.  
 
The Kentucky Division of Water manages the Clean Water Act, Section 319(h) Grant 
program, established to provide funding for efforts to reduce NPS pollution. Within this 
program, funds may be used to demonstrate innovative best management practices 
(BMPs), support education and outreach programs, and restore impaired streams and 
other water resources. 

Website: http://water.ky.gov/Pages/Division%20of%20Water.aspx  

Contacts: 

John Webb 
Watershed Management Branch Manager 
300 Sower Blvd. 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-7126 
john.webb@ky.gov  

http://water.ky.gov/Pages/Division%20of%20Water.aspx
mailto:john.webb@ky.gov
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Alyson Gallagher 
Technical Advisor 
300 Sower Blvd. 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-6988 
alyson.gallagher@ky.gov 

Dale Booth 
Basin Coordinator 
300 Sower Blvd 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-782-6895 
dale.booth@ky.gov  

 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Long-term goals include protecting the quality of Kentucky’s surface and groundwater 
from known NPS pollution, to abate NPS threats, and to restore degraded waters to the 
extent that water quality standards are met and beneficial uses are supported. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

We offer funding through the Clean Water Act, Section 319(h) Grant program. We 
coordinate with Watershed Coordinators and related entities throughout the state. We 
send newsletters and track the success of the program. We offer assistance with 
Education and Outreach events/materials. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Managing Nonpoint Source (NPS) Pollution and methods to abate NPS pollution. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Communication and outreach. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Recognizing additional capacity for watershed activities statewide. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Assistance identifying capacity for watershed activity statewide and in areas of greatest 
need. 

mailto:alyson.gallagher@ky.gov
mailto:dale.booth@ky.gov
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Kentucky Infrastructure 
Authority 
 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a funding source to governmental agencies to support economic 
development for the construction of public works projects while encouraging 
regionalization, protection of the environment and public health with ensurance of 
exceptional customer service. 

Focus of Organization: 

The Kentucky Infrastructure Authority (KIA) was created in 1988 to provide the 
mechanism for funding construction of local public works projects. KIA has four loan 
programs to provide an option for local financing needs.  KIA also manages the Water 
Resources Information System, which is a database that includes a geographic 
information system, information on water resources, drinking water systems, 
wastewater treatment systems, project development, emergency response, regulations, 
and planning. 

Website: https://kia.ky.gov  

Contacts: 

Donna McNeil 
Executive Director 
1024 Capitol Center Drive, Suite 340 
Frankfort KY  40601 
502-892-3496 
donna.mcneil@ky.gov  
 
Kelly Cunnigan 
Executive Assistant 
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 340 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
502-892-3178 
kelly.cunnagin@ky.gov  

 
 
 

Jeff Abshire 
Fiscal Officer 
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 340 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
502-892-3428 
jeff.abshire@ky.gov  

https://kia.ky.gov/
mailto:donna.mcneil@ky.gov
mailto:kelly.cunnagin@ky.gov
mailto:jeff.abshire@ky.gov
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

To provide funding to governmental agencies for infrastructure projects. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

KIA received two federal grants to fund drinking water and wastewater priorities and 
collaborates with the Kentucky Division of Water for the use of those funds.  KIA also 
maintains the Water Resource Information System.  The WRIS is a database of various 
water information. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Project financing and developmental/planning support. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Data collection. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Information sharing. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Data is being requested on a routine basis and is on-going. 
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Lexington-Fayette 
Urban County Government 
 
 
Focus of Organization: 

Work with citizens thru volunteer efforts (water quality sampling, native vegetative 
buffers, Keep Lexington Beautiful, etc.), education, and MS4 program to promote clean 
water quality in the urban service area of Fayette County.  Specifically the following 
watersheds: Cane Run, Wolf Run, Town Branch, South Elkhorn, North Elkhorn, West 
Hickman, and East Hickman. 

Website: https://www.lexingtonky.gov/  

Contacts: 

Demetria Kimball Mehlhorn 
Program Manager Sr - DES 
200 E. Main St, Ste 925 
Lexington, Ky 40507 
859-425-2554 
dkimball@lexingtonky.gov  
 
Jennifer Carey - DWQ 
MS4 Coordinator 
125 Lisle Industrial Ave, Ste 180 
Lexington, Ky 40511 
(859) 425-2482 
jcarey@lexingtonky.gov  

 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

• Promote Clean Water Throughout the County 
• Educate citizens on how to keep our resources clean 
• Find and remove illicit discharges/connections 
• Create and maintain native vegetative buffers 

 
 

 

https://www.lexingtonky.gov/
mailto:dkimball@lexingtonky.gov
mailto:jcarey@lexingtonky.gov
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

• Funding thru Water Quality Incentive Grants 
• Administrative Assistance 
• Plant by Number Streamside Native Garden Layout 

 
What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

• Administrative Assistance 
• Government Organization Assistance 

 
What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

• Local Volunteer Key Stewards 
• Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring 

 
What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 
 

• Funding for on-the-ground projects 
• Activity Promotion within the County 

 
Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Creating activities for citizens to easily implement on LFUCG owned property. 
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Natural Resources 
Conservation Service  
 

 
Mission Statement: 

Helping People Help the Land. 

Focus of Organization: 

NRCS improves the health of our Nation’s natural resources while sustaining and 
enhancing the productivity of American agriculture. We achieve this by providing 
voluntary assistance through strong partnerships with private landowners, managers, 
and communities to conserve, protect, restore, and enhance the lands and waters upon 
which people and the environment depend. 

Website: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/ky/home/  

Contacts: 

Keith Reed 
State Conservation Engineer 
771 Corporate Drive, Ste 300 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-224-7383 
keith.reed@ky.usda.gov  
 
Sonya Keith 
Planning Engineer 
771 Corporate Drive, Ste 300 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-224-7308 
sonya.keith@ky.usda.gov  
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Enhanced and sustained quality and quantity of water resources.  Improve soil health. 
Enhance and improve water quality and water quantity. Provide habitat for diverse and 
important fish and wildlife species. Improve local air quality and increase carbon 
sequestration. 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/ky/home/
mailto:keith.reed@ky.usda.gov
mailto:sonya.keith@ky.usda.gov
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Various federal conservation programs. Watershed and Flood Prevention Operations 
(PL-566), Watershed Rehabilitation Program, Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) 
Program, Regional Conservation Partnership Program, Conservation Stewardship 
Program, Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP). 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Healthier lands through inventory and assessment and conservation planning. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

n/a 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

n/a 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

n/a 
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Office of Kentucky Nature 
Preserves 
 

Mission Statement: 

To conserve and monitor Kentucky's natural areas, wild rivers, and native biodiversity. 

Focus of Organization:  

We own and manage a system of nature preserves and natural areas throughout the 
state, which include important wetland and riparian communities and habitats. The 
Kentucky Wild Rivers Program conserves free flowing segments of nine legally 
designated streams: the Cumberland, Green, Rockcastle, Big South Fork and Little 
South Fork Rivers, and Bad Branch, Martin's Fork, and Rock Creeks. Our team of 
biologists monitor rare species throughout the state, including mussels and fish. 

Website: http://eec.ky.gov  

Contacts: 

Zeb Weese 
Executive Director 
300 Sower Blvd 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-573-2886 
zeb.weese@ky.gov  
 
Mike Compton 
Environmental Scientist 
300 Sower Blvd 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-573-2886 
Mike.Compton@ky.gov  
 

Martina Hines 
Branch Manager 
300 Sower Blvd 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-573-2886 
martina.hines@ky.gov 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

To conserve Kentucky's most significant riparian and wetland habitats. 

 

http://eec.ky.gov/
mailto:zeb.weese@ky.gov
mailto:Mike.Compton@ky.gov
mailto:martina.hines@ky.gov
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Aquatic species monitoring expertise and habitat management. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Rare species information and habitat management. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

More collaborative projects. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

We would like for our data to be used more often to conserve aquatic habitats and 
resources. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

We are always looking for collaborative projects that will improve our 
species/community data sets and/or to conserve habitats/natural areas. 
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Ohio River Valley Water 
Sanitation Commission 
 

 

Mission Statement: 

ORSANCO and its member states cooperate to improve water quality in the Ohio River 
Basin, ensuring the river can be used for drinking, industrial supplies, and recreational 
purposes, and can support a healthy and diverse aquatic community.  

Focus of Organization:  

ORSANCO operates monitoring programs to check for pollutants and toxins that may 
interfere with specific uses of the river. 

Website: http://www.orsanco.org  

Contacts: 

Richard Harrison 
Executive Director 
5735 Kellogg Ave.  
Cincinnati, OH 45230 
513-231-7719 
info@orsanco.org  

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

To cooperate with member states and partners to improve water quality in the Ohio 
River Basin, ensuring the river can be used for drinking, industrial supplies, and 
recreational purposes; and can support a healthy and diverse aquatic community. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Ohio River water quality data and monitoring programs; collaboration opportunities. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Ohio River water quality and monitoring programs. 

 

http://www.orsanco.org/
mailto:info@orsanco.org
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What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

ORSANCO collaborates with state and federal agencies and partners to provide water 
quality monitoring programs within the Ohio River basin. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

ORSANCO collaborates with state and federal agencies and partners to provide water 
quality monitoring programs within the Ohio River basin.
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Oldham County Government: 
Curry's Fork Watershed 
  

Mission Statement: 

The Curry's Fork Watershed Project strives to improve and protect water quality for our 
generation and future generations; promote a safe, healthy, and accessible watershed for 
recreation and wildlife, utilize programs and practices to decrease potential flooding 
impacts, and implement the watershed plan utilizing funds economically. 

Focus of Organization:  

Curry’s Fork Watershed is located in Oldham County, Kentucky, and is a tributary of 
Floyds Fork (Salt River Basin). The watershed is impaired and does not meet water 
quality standards for supporting designated uses according to the Integrated Report to 
Congress on the Condition of Water Resources in Kentucky 2016 (KDOW, 2016). 
Through a CWA 319(h) grant, the comprehensive Curry's Fork Watershed Plan was 
developed to target and guide restoration and protection efforts in the Curry’s Fork 
watershed. Implementation of recommended solutions and best management practices 
in the Watershed Plan such as onsite wastewater improvements and stream restoration 
projects are expected to result in attainment and protection of water quality standards. 

Website: http://www.oldhamcountyky.gov/currys-fork-watershed-0  

Contacts: 

Jen Shean 
Watershed Project Manager 
100 West Jefferson- Suite 3  
LaGrange, KY 40031 
502-222-1476, x 1403 
jshean@oldhamcountyky.gov  
 
Scott Harris 
County Engineer 
100 West Jefferson- Suite 3  
LaGrange, KY 40031 
502-222-1476 
sharris@oldhamcountyky.gov 

 

Derek Schade 
Stormwater Engineer 
100 West Jefferson- Suite 3 
LaGrange, KY 40031 
502-222-1476 
dschade@oldhamcountyky.gov

http://www.oldhamcountyky.gov/currys-fork-watershed-0
mailto:jshean@oldhamcountyky.gov
mailto:sharris@oldhamcountyky.gov
mailto:dschade@oldhamcountyky.gov
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Improve pathogen and sediment levels in watershed streams. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Information sharing, funding for projects within the watershed. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Watershed planning, 319 program management, green infrastructure, septic cost-share 
and outreach, stream restoration projects, riparian re-vegetation projects. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Working with local government development process, inserting our viewpoint into the 
process of project approval, additional funding sources. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Information sharing with with other watersheds, additional sources of funding or 
information assistance.
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Sanitation District No.1 
of Northern Kentucky  
 

 
Mission Statement: 

To reliably provide the Northern Kentucky region with wastewater and storm water 
services to protect public health, property and the environment and to support the 
economic vitality of the community. 

Focus of Organization:  

SD1 is a public utility that provides wastewater and storm water services to a designated 
area within Boone, Kenton and Campbell counties.  SD1 operates three major 
wastewater facilities and several smaller plants.  SD1 also provides storm water services, 
including MS4 Phase II permit compliance to a 183 sq. mile service area on behalf of 32 
co-permittees.  SD1 is under a consent decree to address CSOs and SSOs through a 
watershed-based approach.  SD1 also has an established monitoring program to 
evaluate in-stream conditions including water quality and habitat as well as impacts 
from hydromodification.  The data is used to establish baseline conditions and direct 
future decisions. 

Website: http://www.sd1.org/  

Contacts: 

Mindy Scott 
Environmental Assessment Manager 
1045 Eaton Dr. 
Ft. Wright, KY 41017 
859-578-6743 
mscott@sd1.org  
 
Matt Wooten 
Environmental Program Manager 
1045 Eaton Dr. 
Ft. Wright, KY 41017 
859-578-6887 
mwooten@sd1.org  

 

Brooke Shireman 
Environmental Compliance Manager 
1045 Eaton Dr. 
Ft. Wright, KY 41017 
859-547-1666 
bshireman@sd1.org  

http://www.sd1.org/
mailto:mscott@sd1.org
mailto:mwooten@sd1.org
mailto:bshireman@sd1.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Ensure adequate and reliable quality of Northern Kentucky’s waterways for the benefit 
of those who live, visit and work in the community through the optimization of asset 
functionality, condition and operations to reduce CSOs, eliminate SSOs and manage 
storm water to meet the requirements of the Clean Water Act. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Data sharing, information sharing, technical expertise, technical guidance. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Wastewater management, storm water management, in-stream monitoring and 
assessments, including regional critical flow threshold development and watershed 
planning.    

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Continued and improved utilization of data in decision making processes and better use 
of innovation in approach and policy.  

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Statewide partnerships on outreach efforts, local/regional partnerships related to 
watershed efforts (data collection, technical expertise), collaboration on future grants/ 
funding opportunities for watershed efforts and regulatory partnerships and/or 
collaborations.
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US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
KY Ecological Services Field 
Office 
 
Mission Statement: 

Work with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, and plants and their 
habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 

Focus of Organization:  

• Enforce federal wildlife laws – e.g., Endangered Species Act, Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 

• Protect and conserve endangered species (including fishes, mussels, crayfishes);  
• Manage migratory birds; 
• Restore nationally significant fisheries;  
• Conserve and restore wildlife habitat such as wetlands and streams; 
• Help foreign governments with their international conservation efforts; and  
• Distribute hundreds of millions of dollars, through our Wildlife Sport Fish and 

Restoration program, in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to State 
fish and wildlife agencies. 

 
Website: http://www.fws.gov/frankfort/  
 
Contacts: 

 
Virgil Lee Andrews, Jr. 
Field Supervisor 
330 West Broadway, Suite 265 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-695-0468 
lee_andrews@fws.gov  
 
Leroy Koch 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
330 West Broadway, Suite 265 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-695-0468 
leroy_koch@fws.gov  
 
 

Dr. Michael A. Floyd 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
330 West Broadway, Suite 265 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-695-0468 
mike_floyd@fws.gov  

http://www.fws.gov/frankfort/
mailto:lee_andrews@fws.gov
mailto:leroy_koch@fws.gov
mailto:mike_floyd@fws.gov
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Conservation of Kentucky’s endangered/threatened species (fishes, mussels, 
crustaceans) and their habitats - streams, lakes, wetlands, and karst systems. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

• Funding (availability will vary). 
• Species experts - mussels, fishes, crayfishes, and other aquatic 

macroinvertebrates. 
• Information sharing – distributional and threats information for 

endangered/threatened/at-risk species. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Conservation, protection, and recovery of Kentucky’s Threatened and Endangered 
species and their habitats. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Current threats, information for threatened, endangered, and at-risk species and 
predictive models related to those threats. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

We could assist in watershed planning activities by identifying priority watersheds 
(based on the presence of threatened and endangered species) or providing funding for 
land acquisition. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Specific water quality stressors (current and future) in watersheds supporting 
populations of threatened and endangered species.
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USGS Ohio-Kentucky- 
Indiana Water Science 
Center 
 

Mission Statement: 

The mission of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is to serve the Nation by providing 
reliable scientific information to describe and understand the Earth; minimize loss of 
life and property from natural disasters; manage water, biological, energy, and mineral 
resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life. As the Nation's largest water, 
earth, and biological science and civilian mapping agency, the USGS collects, monitors, 
analyzes, and provides scientific understanding about natural resource conditions, 
issues, and problems. 

Focus of Organization:  

Water information is fundamental to national and local economic well-being, protection 
of life and property, and effective management of the Nation’s water resources. The 
USGS works with partners to monitor, assess, conduct targeted research, and deliver 
information on a wide range of water resources and conditions including streamflow, 
groundwater, water quality, and wateruse and availability. 

Website: https://www.usgs.gov/centers/oki-water  

Contacts: 

Mike Griffin, Director 
9818 Bluegrass Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40299 
502-493-1913 
mgriffin@usgs.gov  
 

Peter Cinotto, Deputy Director 
9818 Bluegrass Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40299 
502-493-1930 
pcinotto@usgs.gov  
 

Angie Crain, Water Quality Specialist 
9818 Bluegrass Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40299 
502-493-1943 
ascrain@usgs.gov  

https://www.usgs.gov/centers/oki-water
mailto:mgriffin@usgs.gov
mailto:pcinotto@usgs.gov
mailto:ascrain@usgs.gov
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

The USGS Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Water Science Center provides reliable hydrologic 
and water-related ecological information to aid in the understanding of the use and 
management of water resources in Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and the Nation. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Lots of Data - all is available through the web, some matching funds for tax based 
groups, and nationally, we provide information to describe and understand the Earth; 
minimize loss of life and property from natural disasters; manage water, biological, 
energy, and mineral resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life. Our goal is to 
optimize our local capabilities in those technical program areas that are of highest 
priority to our partners, which are primarily water resources. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Real-time streamflow, groundwater, and lakes, water quality, water availability and 
water use. Floods, droughts, and hazards. Bathymetry and LiDAR mapping, bio-data, 
bridge scour, ecological flows, and sediment analysis. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Impartial, credible, relevant, and timely information, equally accessible and available to 
all interested parties. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Super gages provide real-time data specifically designed to improve the understanding 
of watershed processes and address specific water-resource issues such as climate and 
land-use effects, water-related human health issues, floods and droughts. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

None at this time. 
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Beaver Creek Hydrology, 
LLC 
 

 

Mission Statement & Focus of Organization: 

Beaver Creek Hydrology was established in 2006 to provide professional watershed 
restoration services. Our company focuses on stream and wetland restoration projects at 
the watershed scale. Beaver Creek Hydrology provides unique and specialized skills, 
competence and understanding of the complex nature of waterways and the interactions 
with the surrounding environment. 

Website: http://www.beavercreekhydrology.com/  

Contacts: 

Case Davis, P.E. 
President 
907 National Ave.  
Lexington KY 40502 
615-491-1967 
case@beavercreekhydrology.com  
 
Tony Miller 
Senior Ecologist 
907 National Ave.  
Lexington KY 40502 
859-230-0176 
tony@beavercreekhydrology.com  
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Headwater watershed restoration. Improvement of biological diversity. Habitat 
restoration of endangered species. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Information sharing, expertise in stream restoration, watershed plan development, 
aquatic assessments. 

 

http://www.beavercreekhydrology.com/
mailto:case@beavercreekhydrology.com
mailto:tony@beavercreekhydrology.com
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What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Stream restoration, stream mitigation banking, hydraulic modeling, civil engineering, 
aquatic ecology, endangered species surveys, water quality. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Watershed partnerships. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Urban restoration collaboration. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

None at this time.
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 EcoGro 

 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

We provide the services and products that protect our watersheds and establish healthy, 
native ecosystems. EcoGro is a professional contracting and consulting group based in 
Lexington, KY that uses ecological solutions to resolve the degradation of our local 
natural areas. 

Focus of Organization: 

Our services include stream and wetland mitigation, vegetated stormwater BMPs, bank 
stabilization, dam removal, erosion prevention and sediment controls, native plantings, 
natural areas stewardship programs, rainfall harvesting systems and community 
outreach events. 

Website: http://www.EcoGro.net  

Contacts: 

Russ Turpin 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
PO Box 22273 
Lexington, KY 40522 
859-797-8174 
Russ@EcoGro.net  
 

Jim Hanssen 
President 
PO Box 22273 
Lexington, KY 40522 
859-231-0500 
Jim@EcoGro.net 

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Our goal is to develop values for natural areas and ecosystem services as a key part of 
vibrant communities. We work towards this goal by producing high-profile ecological 
projects that are attractive, functional, regenerative and inspiring. We include 
educational programs and academic research to further understand the function of 
natural processes and ecosystem services as well as communicate project results to 
community stakeholders. 

http://www.ecogro.net/
mailto:Russ@EcoGro.net
mailto:Jim@EcoGro.net
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

EcoGro is focused on delivering results from concept to completion. We have the 
capacity to design, permit, build and provide long-term care for stream, wetland and 
stormwater projects. In addition to equipment and experienced operators, we can offer 
our expertise and professional credentials (ISA Certified Arborist, KDA Pesticide 
Applicator, KEPSC Qualified Inspector, KYTC Prequalified Contractor, KEEC 
Professional Environmental Educator). 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Design, installation and stewardship of streams, wetlands and natural areas. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Developing economic and social incentives to change behaviors and community 
development from ecosystem consumers towards ecosystem producers (such as water 
quality credit trading, restoration agriculture, permaculture, etc.). 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Permaculture, urban forestry, riparian food forests, outdoor classrooms, environmental 
education, outdoor recreation programs, natural areas management. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

We would like to work with folks developing economic and social incentives to change 
behaviors, values and community development from ecosystem consumers towards 
ecosystem producers (such as water quality credit trading, restoration agriculture 
permaculture, etc.). 
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GRW Engineers, Inc. 

 

 

Focus of Organization: 

GRW offers a wide variety of engineering services for our clients' infrastructure and 
building design projects. Our multidiscipline personnel function as a cohesive design 
team to create local and regional utility systems, energy-efficient building components, 
environmentally-sensitive site development, and safe, modern transportation facilities. 

Website: http://www.grwinc.com  

Contacts: 

Mary Beth Robson 
Environmental Engineer 
801 Corporate Drive 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-223-3999 
mrobson@grwinc.com  

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Drinkable, fishable, swimmable waters throughout the Commonwealth. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Technical assistance such as engineering, mapping, surveying. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Engineering, mapping, surveying. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Relationships with federal, state, and local stakeholders. 

 

http://www.grwinc.com/
mailto:mrobson@grwinc.com
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What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Working together in areas where our projects overlap with watershed efforts. 
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Stantec Consulting 
Services Inc. 
 

 
 
Mission Statement: 

Communities are fundamental. They provide a foundation, a sense of place and of 
belonging. That's why at Stantec, we always design with community in mind. We're 
designers, engineers, scientists, and project managers, innovating together at the 
intersection of community, creativity, and client relationships.  

Focus of Organization:  

Stantec works on water resource projects across the state and holds contracts with many 
clients for various watershed planning, hydrologic & hydraulic studies, stream/river/ 
watershed restoration, design, and/or monitoring services including UK, NKU, KDFWR, 
KDOW, USACE, Lousiville MSD, LFUCG, and SD1 of Northern Kentucky. 

Website: https://www.stantec.com/en  

Contacts: 

George Athanasakes 
Ecosystem Restoration Services Leader 
10509 Timberwood Circle, Suite 100 
Louisville, KY 40223 
502-727-7144 
george.athanasakes@stantec.com  
 
Bret Lavey 
Principal 
10509 Timberwood Circle, Suite 100 
Louisville, KY 40223 
859-552-4909 
bret.lavey@stantec.com  
 

Oakes Routt 
Senior Associate 
10509 Timberwood Circle, Suite 100 
Louisville, KY 40223 
502-212-5083 
oakes.routt@stantec.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Stantec’s goal is to create a sustainable future for our planet and its people. As leaders in 
water and natural resources services, we know firsthand how critical our waterways are 
to achieve this goal, so we partner with organizations that strive for the same 
achievement: a cleaner, healthier environment.  

https://www.stantec.com/en
mailto:george.athanasakes@stantec.com
mailto:bret.lavey@stantec.com
mailto:oakes.routt@stantec.com
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Comprehending how water works on timescales ranging from days to centuries is 
critical to managing it effectively and safeguarding our communities. We are highly 
mindful of these timescales. We approach ground and surface water systems with an 
understanding of how they are interrelated. Managing water resources requires a long-
term view, so we support each project with implementation plans, monitoring, and 
economic analyses. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Stantec is a full-service engineering firm with 22,000 employees working in over 400 
locations across six continents. Stantec has a group of 80 professionals who are 
dedicated to and specialize in stream restoration. Many of these specialists are based in 
Louisville and Lexington. We can also help you with traditional water resources 
engineering as well as navigating and complying with environmental laws and 
regulations for projects that affect water resources. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Our areas of expertise related to water resources include:  
• Watershed planning  
• Integrated regional water management  
• Water resource information 

management  
• Water use regulatory policy assistance  
• Water system master planning  
• Water conservation program 

assistance  
• Public relations and stakeholder 

facilitation  
• Hydrology and hydraulics  
• River systems modeling and operations  
• Flood management planning  

• Stormwater master planning  
• Water quality evaluations  
• Groundwater management planning  
• Groundwater modeling  
• Ecosystem restoration 
• Impact analysis 
• Mitigation strategies 
• Riverine, lacustrine, wetland, and 

coastal environments  
• Resources assessments and comp  
• Stream restoration 
• Permitting 
• Agency coordination 

 
What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Stantec readily welcomes collaborating with a wide variety of organizations to advance 
watershed studies and restoration and to improve the science.  We also want to expand 
opportunities for  a learning experience for students in the environmental fields.  We 
also see the opportunity to expand education offerings with the University of Kentucky 
and other educational institutions across the state by collaborating to teach 
seminars/conferences/training courses. 
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Strand Associates, Inc. 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

Dedicated to Helping Our Clients Succeed Through Excellence in Engineering. 

Focus of Organization: 

We have specialized in environmental consulting for more than 70 years throughout the 
Ohio River Valley Watershed and are well qualified to complete many types of 
environmental science and engineering projects related to surface and groundwater 
quality. We have the capabilities to perform watershed assessments through 
comprehensive monitoring and modeling studies. This includes water quality 
evaluations involving runoff and pollutant assessment, groundwater model preparation, 
and total maximum daily load (TMDL) calculations. 

TMDL analysis requires an approach integrating several areas of expertise. Project team 
members include engineers and scientists from environmental sciences/water quality 
technology, stormwater management, and wastewater treatment. We also have assisted 
many communities in the review and negotiation of TMDLs prepared by regulatory 
agencies. This service has allowed our clients to save or defer millions of dollars in new 
treatment plant upgrades that would have provided little water quality benefit compared 
to other watershed activities. 

Website: https://www.strand.com/  

Contacts: 

Paul Maron, P.E. 
Project Manager 
325 West Main Street, Suite 710  
Louisville, KY 40202 
502-583-7020 
Paul.Maron@Strand.com  
 

Steven Vogel, P.E. 
Project Manager 
1525 Bull Lea Road, Suite 100  
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-225-8500 
Steven.Vogel@Strand.com  

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

We strive to improve the quality and function of our water resources through sound and 
sustainable engineering. 

https://www.strand.com/
mailto:Paul.Maron@Strand.com
mailto:Steven.Vogel@Strand.com
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

We are a multi-discipline engineering firm that can offer a wide variety of services. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Watershed Management, Watershed Planning, Stream Restoration, Water Quality 
Studies, Septic System Elimination, Wastewater Treatment, Green Infrastructure, 
Sustainable Design.
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Sustainable Streams, LLC 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

To provide leading science, service, and solutions in the field of rivers/watersheds using 
an advanced interdisciplinary academic foundation and guided by sustainable principles 
with the belief that truly long-term solutions to river-system problems must be rooted in 
a natural, process-based framework. 

Focus of Organization: 

• Stream Restoration 
• Wetland Restoration 
• Stormwater Management 
• Watershed Master Planning 
• Monitoring | Modeling 
• Asset Planning and Protection 

Website: https://www.sustainablestreams.com/  

Contacts: 

Robert J. Hawley, Ph.D., P.E. 
Principal Scientist 
1948 Deer Park Avenue 
Louisville, KY 40205 
502-718-2912 
bob.hawley@sustainablestreams.com  
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

We want to move the needle in our nation's streams through innovative, watershed-
scale stormwater management and more sustainable stream restoration.  i.e. see open 
access paper from BioScience for examples: 
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/68/7/517/5034097  

 

 

https://www.sustainablestreams.com/
mailto:bob.hawley@sustainablestreams.com
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/68/7/517/5034097
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Beyond consulting services we often share our expertise at conferences and workshops 
and in numerous publications: https://www.sustainablestreams.com/resources/. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

• Stream Restoration 
• Wetland Restoration 
• Stormwater Management 
• Watershed Master Planning 
• Monitoring | Modeling 
• Asset Planning and Protection 

More specifically, we're known as leaders in the fields of streams, watersheds, 
urban/suburban streams,  geomorphology, hydrology, ecohydrology/echydraulics, river 
mechanics, sediment transport, water resources modeling and design, 
stream/wetland/floodplain restoration, BMPs, sustainability. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Helping watershed managers understand the types of BMPs that are more likely to move 
the needle in receiving streams--we want our collective investments to be much more 
effective at actually producing in-stream improvements within feasible budgets that are 
implementable over reasonable timescales (e.g. 5-30 yrs). 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Watershed managers/planners, stormwater managers/planners, improving stormwater 
management along roadways (KYTC), etc. 

https://www.sustainablestreams.com/resources/


   2018 Kentucky Watershed Organization Directory 

59 | P a g e  
 

 
Tetra Tech 

 

 

Mission Statement:  

Tetra Tech is committed to addressing challenges through sustainable solutions that 
improve the quality of life. 

Focus of Organization: 

Tetra Tech is the leading provider of scientific, engineering, technical, and other services 
related to water issues in the U.S., with more than 17,000 associates worldwide. Tetra 
Tech professionals collect and analyze water quality data, conduct watershed 
assessments, develop water resource management plans, assist with implementation, 
and support regulatory compliance through a full range of services - from stakeholder 
engagement and outreach/education to highly technical monitoring, modeling, and 
mitigation effectiveness studies. 

Website: http://www.tetratech.com  

Contacts: 

Barry Tonning 
Director 
424 Lewis Hargett Cir Ste. 110 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-585-0370 
barry.tonning@tetratech.com  
 
Richard Walker 
Vice President 
424 Lewis Hargett Cir Ste. 110 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-223-8000 
richard.walker@tetratech.com  

Herb Lemaster 
Senior Engineer 
424 Lewis Hargett Cir Ste. 110 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-223-8000 
herb.lemaster@tetratech.com

  

http://www.tetratech.com/
mailto:barry.tonning@tetratech.com
mailto:richard.walker@tetratech.com
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Provide professional scientific, engineering, technical, and other necessary support to 
public agency personnel, watershed groups, and others involved in protecting and 
restoring water quality, regulatory compliance, and addressing water supply/water 
reuse issues. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Scientific, engineering, technical and other support - including stakeholder engagement, 
outreach/education, engineering and technical studies, and other support. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

All aspects of water resource protection and management, including the full range of 
scientific, engineering, and technical skills. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Improving the implementation of effective water quality management practices in 
places where they are most needed. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Tetra Tech can provide professional consultation, direct services, case study examples, 
training, and a full range of other services needed by public agencies and private sector 
entities. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

We are always looking for examples and case studies - including success stories and 
situations that didn't work out so well - to help us understand what works, what doesn't, 
and why. 



   2018 Kentucky Watershed Organization Directory 

61 | P a g e  
 

 
Third Rock 
Consultants, LLC 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

Third Rock is made up of a diverse group of environmental thinkers. Different in our 
specialties and educational backgrounds, but uniquely similar in our work ethic and 
approach.  Our reputation as experts, unique in our make-up and collective experience, 
is our most valuable corporate asset. 

Focus of Organization: 

Third Rock's staff of professional engineers, ecologists, geologists, planners, and other 
scientists provide a full slate of professional consulting services ranging from watershed 
monitoring and planning, stream biological assessment, and habitat surveys, to 
restoration design and construction.  We are located in Lexington, but work throughout 
Kentucky.  We work for a wide range of clients; we have provided services to 
government agencies, municipalities, watershed groups/non-profits, and private 
businesses. 

Website: https://www.thirdrockconsultants.com/  

Contacts: 

Jennifer Shelby, PE 
Water Resources Engineer 
2526 Regency Road, Suite 180 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-977-2000 
jshelby@thirdrockconsultants.com  

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

We have a priority to provide appropriate, high quality data to clients interested in 
studying, protecting, and/or remediating environmental resources.  We provide a wide 
range of assessment capabilities, including monitoring plan development, water quality 
monitoring, macroinvertebrate collection and identification, fish surveying, functional 
resource assessment, and evaluation of restoration potential.  Then, Third Rock can help 
clients utilize the information to develop a watershed and/or restoration design plan for 

https://www.thirdrockconsultants.com/
mailto:jshelby@thirdrockconsultants.com
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the area and resources.  It is our desire to help organizations collect data, interpret 
results, and develop solutions and strategies for improving impaired watersheds. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Water quality and biological monitoring (planning, implementation, and 
interpretation); mapping and GIS analysis; stream/wetland restoration design; green 
infrastructure design (i.e. bioretention, stormwater wetlands); watershed plan 
development; environmental permitting and compliance assistance. 

What are your organizations main areas of expertise? 

Ecological surveys, watershed planning, stream and wetland restoration design,  green 
infrastructure design, water quality monitoring, biological monitoring and aquatic 
taxonomy, 401/404 permitting, NEPA documentation, erosion and sediment control 
plan development and inspection. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Development of funding sources for restoration/remediation implementation projects. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Partnerships with resource managers interested in long-range watershed planning, 
resource protection, and resource restoration. 
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Bluegrass 
Greensource 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

Empower the Bluegrass to create a sustainable environment. 

Focus of Organization: 

Bluegrass Greensource is a nonprofit organization that provides education and 
resources on how we affect our environment. Since 2001, we have provided outreach to 
schools, community groups, businesses, local governments, and citizens throughout 
Central Kentucky. Our staff work in the community to remove the barriers — be they 
knowledge or resources — to increasing sustainability. Our educators work in the 
classroom bringing to life the science of water, waste, and energy. Our outreach 
specialists work with businesses, conduct rain barrel workshops, help organize 
community litter clean ups, or host hands-on energy efficiency workshops. BGGS staff 
illustrate that by taking small steps, our personal actions can have a big impact on the 
environment. 

Website: http://bggreensource.org/  

Contacts: 

Amy Sohner 
Executive Director 
835 National Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 
859-266-1572 
amy@bggreensource.org  

 
Maxine Rudder 
Deputy Director 
835 National Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 
859-266-1572 
maxine@bggreensource.org  

Lindsie Nicholas 
Watershed Coordinator 
835 National Ave. 
Lexington, KY 40502 
859-266-1572 
lindsie@bggreensource.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://bggreensource.org/
mailto:amy@bggreensource.org
mailto:maxine@bggreensource.org
mailto:lindsie@bggreensource.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Bluegrass Greensouce’s main water related goal is to help Central Kentuckians make the 
connection between their actions and water quality, and then to give them the resources, 
or break down the barriers to help them change their behaviors. Specific near term goals 
include assisting with septic system repairs, increasing riparian buffers, extensive preK-
12 education, encouragement of installing rain barrels and rain gardens, organized litter 
cleanups, and distribution of materials to help with dog waste and fats, oils, and grease 
disposal. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Bluegrass Greensource houses an extensive education resource library that is available 
to the public for checkout.  This includes student activities as well as materials such as 
litter grabbers and water testing kits.  We also currently offer, through a grant, cost 
share for septic system repairs and riparian buffer plantings, organizes Main Street 
Clean Sweep, a large, multi city litter cleanup which provides bags, gloves, litter 
grabbers and tshirts and can offer the materials and expertise in hosting rain barrel 
making workshops. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Our main areas of expertise are in education (both student and adult), public 
engagement and outreach and watershed coordination. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

We would like to improve our funding strategies to allow for continued water quality 
education and watershed management services in the Bluegrass. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

We already work collaboratively with specific local governments, Cooperative Extension, 
Conservation Districts, local schools as well as engineering firms and consultants.  
However we are always looking to expand our reach into each of those categories. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

The biggest need we have is funding.  We are asked to assist with many more programs 
than we have the funding to implement.  Additionally, we feel that there is a lot of room 
to grow in our partnerships with other technically focused groups. 
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Cumberland River 
Compact 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Cumberland River Compact is to enhance the health and enjoyment 
of the Cumberland River and its tributaries through education, collaboration and action. 

Focus of Organization: 

The Cumberland River Compact works on the root problems of water pollution, both 
urban and rural, in the Cumberland River Basin. Our efforts in education, restoration, 
and outreach all contribute to keeping our water healthy. Our goal is to give people the 
tools to be smart impactful stewards of their watershed and to constructively partner in 
policy planning with government agencies. 

Website: https://www.cumberlandrivercompact.org/  

Contacts: 

Jed Grubbs 
Program Manager of Watershed Planning and Restoration 
2 Victory Avenue, Suite 300 
Nashville, TN 37213 
615-837-1151 
jed.grubbs@cumberlandrivercompact.org  
 
Mekayle Houghton 
Executive Director 
2 Victory Avenue, Suite 500 
Nashville, TN 37213 
615-837-1151 
mekayle.houghton@cumberlandrivercompact.org  
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Generally - to promote water quality and recreation in the Cumberland River Basin 
through education, collaboration, and action. More specifically and with regards to KY 
our organization aims to increase our capacity to work in KY by increasingly connecting 

https://www.cumberlandrivercompact.org/
mailto:jed.grubbs@cumberlandrivercompact.org
mailto:mekayle.houghton@cumberlandrivercompact.org
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with local expertise to successfully implement project work within KY regions of the 
Cumberland River Basin. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Water quality education resources and programs, stream restoration and in-lieu fee 
experience, dam removals, stream adoption programming and management, litter 
cleanups, tree plantings, rain garden builds, etc. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Water quality education,  stream restoration and in-lieu fee experience, dam removals, 
policy, volunteer management, litter cleanups, tree plantings, rain garden builds. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Agricultural outreach and related water quality promotion. Eco-tourism. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Water quality education resources and programs, stream adoption programming and 
management, litter cleanups, tree plantings, rain garden builds, agricultural outreach, 
eco-tourism related efforts. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Local expertise and partnership opportunities within KY regions of the Cumberland 
River Basin. 
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Friends of Wolf Run 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

The Friends of Wolf Run are dedicated to the proposition that neighbors, with the right 
information, working together, can make a difference in the quality of our creek. And in 
the process, make our property more valuable and our community a more pleasant place 
to live. 

Focus of Organization: 

The focus of our organization is improving the chemical, biological and hydrologic 
integrity of Wolf Run and it's tributaries. 

Website: http://www.wolfrunwater.org  

Contacts: 

Ken Cooke 
Trustee 
639 Cardinal Ln. 
Lexington, KY 40503 
859-940-8234 
friend@wolfrunwater.org  
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Restoring or creating stream buffers along Wolf Run and monitoring their effectiveness. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Technical assistance, financial services for grants, on-site review and support. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Stream Buffer restoration, water quality monitoring, planning and land use change 
tracking and advocacy. 

 

http://www.wolfrunwater.org/
mailto:friend@wolfrunwater.org
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What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Legal representation and technical review for permit challenges. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Cooperating with neighborhood associations, commercial property managers and 
institutional property managers in developing restoration plans for streams that cross 
their properties. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Water quality monitoring telemetry, developing, installing and operating monitoring 
stations that report conductivity, dissolved oxygen, pH, Temperature and flow every 15 
minutes via wi-fi or cellular data. 
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Headwaters, Inc. 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

As a grassroots organization, our mission is to improve the watersheds in Letcher 
County through community education, access to timely and accurate water-quality 
information, and stewardship of local waterways. 

Focus of Organization: 

Headwaters focuses watershed improvement efforts in Letcher County, Kentucky. The 
headwaters of the North Fork of the Kentucky,  the Upper Cumberland, and the Big 
Sandy are found within the county. Major organizational activities include water 
sampling with Kentucky River Watershed Watch, education among elementary and high 
school students, and litter cleanups. 

Website: http://kyheadwaters.org/  

Contacts: 

Alex Beer 
Watershed Coordinator 
PO Box 1422 
Whitesburg KY 41858 
937-657-5780 
alex@kyheadwaters.org  
 
Evan Smith 
Board President 
PO Box 1422 
Whitesburg, KY 41858 
606-633-3929 
evanky@gmail.com  
 
Tarence Ray 
Treasurer 
PO Box 1422 
Whitesburg, KY 41858 
606-633-3929 
tarence.ray@gmail.com  

http://kyheadwaters.org/
mailto:alex@kyheadwaters.org
mailto:evanky@gmail.com
mailto:tarence.ray@gmail.com
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

The goal of our organization is to work with community members and local 
organizations and agencies to improve water quality in Letcher County. This includes 
addressing inadequate and failing wastewater infrastructure, acid mine drainage,  
erosion, sedimentation, and littering. Near-term goals associated with this include 
increasing dialogue and awareness of water-quality concerns and developing solutions 
for improvement that are responsive to community needs and desires. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Our organization can offer volunteer time and information sharing related to small 
grant funding, local education programming, and community organizing efforts. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Community-driven activities and projects related to watershed improvement. Currently 
Headwaters is partnering with various community organizations in a variety of ways to 
carryout projects that benefit the local community and environment. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Education and engagement beyond youth. Heightened publicity and messaging to reach 
a broader audience so community members can utilize our organization as a resource. 
Positive and fun approach to watershed improvement. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Collaboration with County Tourism related to local waterways, participation on a local 
downtown revitalization committee focusing on improving the North Fork of the 
Kentucky, education programming with schools and community organizations, and 
continuation of citizen science projects with UK-CARES. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Are there organizations who have overcome some of the logistical challenges related to 
carrying out watershed improvement in rural communities? 
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Kentucky Rural Water 
Association 
 

Mission Statement: 

Helping water and wastewater utilities help themselves. 

Focus of Organization: 

Kentucky Rural Water member utilities guarantee an enhanced quality of life for nearly 
ninety-five percent (95%) of the public drinking water and wastewater customers across 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, making KRWA the largest utility organization of the 
state.  KRWA was established in 1979 as a private, non-profit organization by a core 
group of utility leaders who shared the vision of building a self-governed, member 
driven association.  Their original goal – to foster professionalism in our industry 
through non-regulatory training, technical assistance programs, and advocacy – 
continues to this day. The National Rural Water Association, through its state affiliates, 
is the largest water and wastewater utility membership organization in the nation 
representing over 26,696 public water and wastewater utilities. While membership 
includes utilities of all sizes, they primarily service populations of 10,000 or less and 
comprise 94% of the public water systems in America. 

Website: http://www.krwa.org/  

Contacts: 

Jack Stickney 
Source Water Protection Specialist 
2225 Lilly Ferry Rd.  
Irvine, KY 40336 
606-723-6856 
j.stickney@krwa.org  
 
Gary Larimore 
Executive Director 
1151 Old Porter Pike  
Bowling Green, KY 42103 
270-843-2291 
g.larimore@krwa.org  

 
 

http://www.krwa.org/
mailto:j.stickney@krwa.org
mailto:g.larimore@krwa.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

KRWA strives to help Kentucky’s utilities provide clean, safe drinking water and 
protecting our precious resources. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Access to water and wastewater utilities and personnel as a result of 40 years in 
developing working relationships with KRWA’s 19 professional staff members. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

KRWA works closely with utilities in many areas, including Management, Technical 
Support, Financial, and Source Water Protection. Source Water Protection has been one 
program area that KRWA has supported for over 30 years. Through our Source Water 
Protection Specialist, KRWA helps utilities plan and develop Wellhead Protection, 
Source Water Protection, and Groundwater Protection Plans statewide. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Whole Community support to assist utilities in protecting community Source Waters. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Statewide, bring utilities and watershed organization together to utilize and maximize 
effort for the benefit of the community. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

KRWA would like to work with all communities statewide in efforts to protect their 
Source Waters. 
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Kentucky Water 
and Wastewater 
Operator's Association 
 
Mission Statement: 

To enhance Kentucky's Water Environment through training, education, certification 
and the exchange of operational and technical information with experienced water 
quality specialists. 

Focus of Organization: 

The objectives of the Kentucky Water and Wastewater Operator's Association 
(KWWOA) are to promote training, education, and certification of all water and 
wastewater operators; to encourage the science, practices, and handling of water 
treatment, water distribution, wastewater collection and wastewater treatment; to 
promote cooperation among the membership, institutions of learning, regulatory 
agencies and public health agencies; and to enable each community to benefit from the 
experience of others, thus making Kentucky a better and more environmentally safe 
state in which to live. 

Website: https://www.kwwoa.org  

Contacts: 

Lisa Detherage 
KWWOA Member Services Director 
P. O. Box 700 
Lawrenceburg, KY 40342 
(502) 352-0510 
Lisa@kwwoa.org  
 
Robin Strader 
Chairwoman 
218 Commerce Drive 
Leitchfield, KY 42754 
270-589-7396 
robin.strader@leitchfield.org  
 

  

https://www.kwwoa.org/
mailto:Lisa@kwwoa.org
mailto:robin.strader@leitchfield.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

The goals of KWWOA are to provide relevant training and networking opportunities for 
water quality specialist in Kentucky. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

The KWWOA is composed of 4 regional chapters with membership covering the entire 
Commonwealth. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

The KWWOA organizes approved training events across the state providing educational 
opportunities to operators certified by the KY Division of Compliance Assistance. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

KWWOA could offer more specific watershed related training or offer a platform to 
present information to our membership. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

KWWOA's membership could participate in many roles from sample collection to public 
outreach since they are the men and women working in the water quality field and are 
spread across the entire state. 



   2018 Kentucky Watershed Organization Directory 

77 | P a g e  
 

Kentucky Waterways 
Alliance 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

To protect, restore, and celebrate the waterways of Kentucky.  
 
Focus of Organization: 

All our work is focused on water and watersheds, including the people and wildlife that 
live in them. We have four main programs: 

• Watershed Program - We write watershed plans, implement Best Management 
Practices, help secure funding, and build capacity in local groups. 

• Water Policy - KWA is the clean water watchdog for the citizens of the 
Commonwealth.  We monitor existing laws and policies, advocate for proposed 
policy, and publicize issues so that our members and partners can advocate as 
well. 

• Community Engagement - KWA believes in partnerships and we work with a 
wide range of groups, from national organizations to companies to local 
neighborhood groups.  

• Kentucky Aquatic Resource Fund - KWA manages a fund for research and 
restoration with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Website: http://www.kwalliance.org  

Contacts: 

Ward Wilson 
Executive Director 
120 Webster Street, Suite 217 
Louisville, KY 40206 
502-589-8008 
director@kwalliance.org  
 
Laura Gregory 
Red River Watershed Coordinator 
PO Box 1335 
Campton, KY 41301 
606-359-0324 
Laura@KWAlliance.org  

Amanda Shull 
Watershed Program Consultant 
120 Webster St., Suite 217 
Louisville, KY 40206 
502-589-8008 
amanda@kwalliance.org  
 

 

 

 

http://www.kwalliance.org/
mailto:director@kwalliance.org
mailto:Laura@KWAlliance.org
mailto:amanda@kwalliance.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

We want to reach more existing watershed groups all across Kentucky, but especially in 
Eastern and Western KY. We want to form a network of water advocates and groups so 
that we can build capacity and effectiveness in protecting, restoring, and celebrating our 
waterways. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

KWA serves as fiscal agent for several watershed and water watch groups, providing 
financial support and the ability to attract donors that want to give to a 501c3 nonprofit. 
We can provide guidance in organizing a group, events, cleanups, etc. We have 
communications expertise and can set up web and social media for our partners. We can 
assist with grant applications and management of grants. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Watershed planning, water policy, environmental education, waterways restoration, 
green infrastructure, pollinator plantings. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Stronger financial tools and resources - we would like to provide grant funding to local 
groups, as we have done in the past. More diverse board and membership - 
geographically, culturally, by age, and socioeconomically. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

We have been reaching out to hunting and fishing and other wildlife-related groups; we 
are the state affiliate for the National Wildlife Federation. We also want to improve our 
connections with the agricultural community. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

We would like help identifying local issues and groups or individuals related to 
waterways health. 
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Watershed Watch in 
Kentucky 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

Watershed Watch is a statewide citizens monitoring effort to improve and protect water 
quality by raising community awareness, and by supporting implementation of the goals 
of the Clean Water Act and other water quality initiatives. 

Focus of Organization: 

Volunteer water sampling; education and outreach. 

Website: http://www.kywater.org  

Contacts: 

JoAnn Palmer 
Watershed Watch in Kentucky 
300 Sower Blvd.  
Frankfort KY 40601 
502-782-7032 
joann.palmer@ky.gov  
 
Maggie Morgan 
Chair, Watershed Watch in Kentucky 
PO Box 1156 
Benton, KY 42025 
270-559-4422 
maggie.morgan@jpf.org  
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Coordinate and advise basin groups across the state, supporting citizen scientists across 
the state by providing the necessary tools to collect and interpret water quality data. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Volunteers, volunteer collected data. 

http://www.kywater.org/
mailto:joann.palmer@ky.gov
mailto:maggie.morgan@jpf.org
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What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Water quality sampling. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Implementation based on volunteer collected data. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Education and outreach collaboration; implementation plan development based on 
volunteer collected data.
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Woods and Waters Land 
Trust 
 

Mission Statement: 

Woods and Waters Land Trust protects forests and streams in the lower Kentucky River 
Watershed. 

Focus of Organization: 

Woods and Waters Land Trust protects forests and streams in the lower Kentucky River 
Watershed by assisting landowners with long term protection including holding 
conservation easements.  We also own and manage conservation lands and promote 
land conservation through outreach. 

Website: https://www.woodsandwaterstrust.org/  

Contacts: 

Deborah White 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 6967 
Frankfort, KY  40602 
502-229-1427 
deb@woodsandwaterstrust.org  
 
Chris Schimmoeller 
Board President 
P.O. Box 6967 
Frankfort, KY  40602 
502-209-9581 
c.schimmoeller@gmail.com  
 
Heather Housman 
Conservation Comm. chair 
P.O. Box 6967 
Frankfort, KY  40602 
502-209-9581 
heather@woodsandwaterstrust.org  

 

 

https://www.woodsandwaterstrust.org/
mailto:deb@woodsandwaterstrust.org
mailto:c.schimmoeller@gmail.com
mailto:heather@woodsandwaterstrust.org
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

None specific to water quality but in general we expect to expand our land conservation, 
including streams and other waterways, to 750 acres by 2021. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

We have the expertise to establish long term land conservation primarily of forested 
natural areas, either through easements or ownership. We also offer outreach in 
invasive plant control and other conservation issues. There are few better ways to ensure 
good water quality than by expanding/protecting the forest in the watershed. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

We specialize in long term land conservation primarily of forested natural areas, either 
through easements or ownership. We assess the ecological conditions of natural areas.  
We also offer outreach in invasive plant control and other conservation issues. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

We are exploring focusing some land conservation efforts in a single watershed (of the 
Kentucky River) and connecting natural areas to be as effective in protecting 
biodiversity as well as water quality. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

We are exploring focusing some land conservation efforts in a single watershed (of the 
Kentucky River).  We hope to offer landowners multiple ways to contribute to the long 
term health of the watershed whether through our programs or programs offered by 
other organizations. 
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Kentucky 
Geological Survey  
 

 

Mission Statement: 

The Kentucky Geological Survey (KGS) is a state supported research center and public 
resource within the University of Kentucky. Our mission is to support sustainable 
prosperity of the Commonwealth, the vitality of its flagship university, and the welfare of 
its people. We do this by conducting research and providing unbiased information about 
geologic, energy, and water resources, environmental issues, and natural hazards 
affecting Kentucky. 

Focus of Organization: 

KGS is a non‐regulatory water monitoring and research agency, and is the 
Commonwealth’s principal source of unbiased scientific data about groundwater and 
surface water resources. We maintain a scientific-research program that collects, 
interprets, and disseminates information needed to understand and characterize the 
occurrence, movement, and quality of groundwater and surface water, and address 
present and anticipated water, environmental, and health related issues. Areas of 
research include:  

1) water availability and sustainability,  
2) water quality,  
3) karst hydrogeology and sinkhole mapping,  
4) aquifer designation,  
5) aquifer testing and evaluation, and  
6) groundwater and surface water interaction. 

Website: http://www.uky.edu/KGS/  

Contacts: 

Charles J. (Chuck) Taylor 
Head, Water Resources Section 
228 Mining and Mineral Resources Bldg., University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506-0107 
859-323-0523 
charles.taylor@uky.edu 

 

http://www.uky.edu/KGS/
mailto:charles.taylor@uky.edu
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

See the preceding mission statement. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Technical-scientific assistance in data collection and interpretation, data and assorted 
information products about the state's geology, hydrogeology, energy and mineral 
resources, and geological hazards, research collaboration. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Geologic mapping, energy and mineral resource characterization, hydrogeology 
research, especially regarding the state's karst and sedimentary rock aquifers, hazards, 
including earthquakes and landslides, and geoscience information management and 
dissemination. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Continue to increase interaction and discussion with local, state, and federal water 
resources managers, with private citizens groups such as Kentucky Watershed Watch 
groups, and with private sector professionals working in environmental and resource 
development fields. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Open to discussions of any ideas or potential collaborations with local, state, and federal 
agencies, other university researchers, and with the private sector. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

None at this time. 
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Kentucky Water 
Resources Research 
Institute (KWRRI) 
 

Mission Statement: 

Developing and communicating water-related strategies and tools for Kentucky. 

Focus of Organization: 

KWRRI has a statewide mission to address four major areas: (1) Research: arrange for 
research that addresses water problems or expands understanding of water and water-
related phenomena, (2) Research Translation: get results of research to water managers 
and the public, (3) Education: train future water scientists and engineers and assist 
earlier career water researchers, and (4) Engagement and Outreach: build capacity and 
collaborate with organizations throughout the state to identify and address watershed 
needs.  KWRRI has been designated by the US EPA as a Center of Excellence for 
Watershed Excellence because of its demonstrated performance in addressing these 
areas.   

Though our mission is statewide, our emphasis has been on the Kentucky River Basin 
providing technical assistance, financial assistance and capacity building for watershed 
organizations. 

Website: https://www.research.uky.edu/kwrri 

Contacts: 

Lindell Ormsbee  
Director 
233 Mining and Minerals Building 
504 Rose Street  
Lexington, KY 40506-0107 
lindell.ormsbee@uky.edu 
 
Steve Evans  
Assistant Director  
233 Mining and Minerals Building  
504 Rose Street  
Lexington, KY 40506-0107 
steve.evans@uky.edu  
 

Malissa McAlister 
Kentucky River Basin Coordinator 
233 Mining and Minerals Building 
504 Rose Street  
Lexington, KY 40506-0107 
mmcalister@uky.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.research.uky.edu/kwrri
mailto:lindell.ormsbee@uky.edu
mailto:steve.evans@uky.edu
mailto:mmcalister@uky.edu


   2018 Kentucky Watershed Organization Directory 

88 | P a g e  
 

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Our overall vision is to achieve “healthy and sustainable water for Kentucky's 
communities.”  In support of this vision, KWRRI’s major near-term goals include: 1) a 
watershed coordinator training program and tools to improve planning and 
implementation success, 2) technical assistance for watershed planning activities, 3) 
research translation through our annual symposium and website, 4) technical assistance 
to small rural water utilities, 5) improving citizen science procedures and data quality, 
and 6) continuing performance and support of water research. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Financial resources include USGS 104B water research grants and Kentucky River 
Authority mini-grants.  Volunteers resources include technical assistance and sampling 
coordination for WWKY.  Outreach resources include assistance with watershed 
festivals, field days, school trips, group capacity building, and basin coordination.  
Technical assistance includes watershed planning and management, system modeling 
and technical assistance for utilities.  Information sharing (let us know) includes posting 
events and highlighting water research on website, newsletter, or social media. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Watershed planning and implementation, pollutant load modeling and allocation, water 
system modeling, data management and analysis, stakeholder engagement, drinking 
water and wastewater infrastructure, stormwater management, outreach and education, 
water quality pollution fate and transport, citizen science, and community engagement. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Developing funding options for water projects, strengthening the collaboration between 
university researchers in basin management, improving the scope and use of citizen 
science by water researchers, improved dialogue between agencies and researchers on 
prioritized Kentucky water research needs. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Assisting with the development of new watershed plans, increasing partnerships between 
agricultural and wastewater management sectors and water quality interests.  State 
steering committee to identify prioritized water research needs.  Collaboration of 
university students, volunteers, MS4 communities, and researchers to support improved 
surface water monitoring and planning. 
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Murray State University 
Watershed Studies Institute  
 

Mission Statement: 

The mission of WSI is to promote research, education, and outreach in watershed 
science, with an emphasis on the four major watersheds within the Jackson Purchase. 

Focus of Organization: 

WSI provides support research, education, and outreach in watershed science, with a 
focus on the four watersheds in the Jackson Purchase.  We support three research arms 
within the Departments of Biological Science, Chemistry, and Earth and Environmental 
Sciences at Murray State University: the Hancock Biological Station (HBS), the 
Chemical Services Laboratory (CSL), and the Mapping Applications Resource Center 
(MARC).  We conduct long-term (since 1988) monitoring research on Kentucky Lake, 
and support similar long-term studies in local streams and ponds.  We also support 
watershed research by Murray State faculty working in other parts of the country, 
including Alaska and Colorado. 

Website: http://www.murraystate.edu/wsi/    

Contacts: 

Dr. Howard Whiteman 
Director, Watershed Studies Institute 
Department of Biological Sciences, Murray State University 
Murray, KY 42071 
270-809-6753 
hwhiteman@murraystate.edu  
 
Dr. Michael Flinn 
Interim Chair of Biological Sciences 
Department of Biological Sciences, Murray State University 
Murray, KY 42071 
270-809-2786 
mflinn@murraystate.edu  

 
 

 

http://www.murraystate.edu/wsi/
mailto:hwhiteman@murraystate.edu
mailto:mflinn@murraystate.edu
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

1) Continued monitoring and other research activities on Kentucky Lake 
2) Wetland restoration monitoring in the Obion, Bayou du Chien, and Mayfield Creek 

watersheds 
3) Supporting other watershed research within the Jackson Purchase. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Volunteers and/or staff assistance; laboratory space, housing, and technical assistances 
at the Hancock Biological Station; long-term monitoring data; remote sensing and 
satellite imagery analysis and assistance; and chemical analysis. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Watershed science with strengths in aquatic ecology, remote sensing, and chemical 
analysis. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Ability to attract external funding to support our research programs. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

We have previously collaborated with many colleges and universities throughout the 
U.S. as well as internationally and will continue to do so.  There is much potential for 
further collaboration, particularly on reservoir research, stream ecology, and wetland 
restoration. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Not at this time. 
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Ohio River Basin 
Consortium for Research 
and Education 
 

Mission Statement: 

The Ohio River Basin Consortium for Research and Education is an association of 
universities, colleges, governmental agencies, industries, and individuals.  The 
Consortium’s mission is to promote inter-institutional research, education and 
information exchange in water-related concerns and other environmental issues in the 
Ohio River Basin.  The Consortium, non-profited, tax-exempt, and incorporated, has 
operated since 1985.  A foundation has been established for receiving and administering 
endowments to promote the Consortium’s goals since 1993. Many water and related 
environmental problems within the Ohio River Basin require the cooperation of 
governmental agencies, universities, industries, and concerned citizens. The Consortium 
provides a mechanism for communication and cooperation among its members in 
addressing current water-related or environmental issues and helps stimulate better 
solutions. 

Focus of Organization: 

• Annual scientific symposium on environmental research and education topics. 
• The ORBCRE Foundation receives penalty funds to promote the consortium 

goals. 
• The speaker bureau is to provide speakers for enhancing environmental 

education in the basin. 
• Sponsored Boat of Knowledge research and education projects. 
• A stipend program to encourage student reporting on their research. 
• Feature research and educational activities of members 

Website: http://www.orbcre.org/  

Contacts: 

Dr. Tiao J. Chang 
Executive Director 
172 Stocker Center, Ohio University 
Athens, OH 45701 
740-593-1462 or 740-591-8789 (cell) 
chang@ohio.edu  

 

http://www.orbcre.org/
mailto:chang@ohio.edu
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Many water and related environmental problems within the Ohio River Basin require 
the cooperation of governmental agencies, universities, industries, and concerned 
citizens. The Consortium provides a mechanism for communication and cooperation 
among its members in addressing current water-related or environmental issues and 
helps stimulate better solutions. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Consortium’s member organizations including universities, governmental agencies and  

private industries. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Expertise of Consortium’s member organizations including universities, governmental 
agencies and private industries. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Research, education and funding. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Collaborative funding. 

Do you have any specific water-related needs for which you would like to 
request assistance from other organizations? 

Funding. 
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University of Kentucky 
Cooperative Extension 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

Our mission, simply stated, is to make a difference in the lives of Kentucky citizens 
through research-based education. 

Focus of Organization: 

UK Cooperative Extension maintains a statewide presence through its main campus in 
Lexington and its 120 county offices. County extension agents have access to state 
specialists with expertise in water issues, specifically focused on agricultural water 
quality, watershed management and restoration, urban stormwater, and youth 
activities. 

Website: http://extension.ca.uky.edu/  

Contacts: 

Amand Gumbert 
Extension Specialist for Water Quality 
N-106K Ag Science North 
Lexington KY 40546-0091 
859-257-6094 
amanda.gumbert@uky.edu  
 
Carmen Agouridis 
Associate Extension Professor 
207 Barnhart Bldg 
Lexington, KY 40506 
859-218-4344 
carmen.agouridis@uky.edu  

 

Ashley Osborne 
212 Scovell Hall 
Lexington, KY 40546 
859-218-0986 
ashley.osborne@uky.edu

What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Provide quality, research-based water education programming and technical assistance 
that our staff and volunteers will be properly trained on how to engage and teach youth 

http://extension.ca.uky.edu/
mailto:amanda.gumbert@uky.edu
mailto:carmen.agouridis@uky.edu
mailto:ashley.osborne@uky.edu
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about Kentucky’s water resources, and that all Kentucky youth have an opportunity to 
learn about and experience Kentucky’s water resources. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Technical assistance related to watershed management and restoration, agricultural 
water issues, and backyard streams. Information available via library of print 
publications and web-based platforms. 

The Kentucky 4-H Youth Development Program can offer: 

• Collaboration with other organizations and agencies interested in youth water 
education. 

• Opportunities for individuals to volunteer and share their expertise in water-
related areas with Kentucky’s youth.  

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Agricultural water issues, watershed management and restoration, backyard streams, 
youth development, and youth water education. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Securing funding sources to implement youth water education programs and 
community involvement by elected officials. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Partnering with neighborhood associations or local watershed groups to widely utilize 
backyard streams program. Kentucky 4-H is currently collaborating with Kentucky 
Division of Water (specifically basin coordinators) to develop a Youth Stream Team 
Program. The program will be adapted from the Kentucky Watershed Watch Program. 
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University of Louisville Center for 
Land Use & Environmental 
Responsibility  

 

Mission Statement: 

The mission of CLUER is to generate ideas and knowledge about governance at the 
intersection of land use, water resources and environmental conservation. The ideas and 
knowledge generated by CLUER are interdisciplinary in nature and focus on 
environmental responsibility and resilience justice 

Focus of Organization: 

CLUER conducts scholarly & applied research & provides policy analyses to government 
agencies & community-based organizations on a) watershed governance & planning; b) 
adaptive watershed  planning; c) urban water planning & governance; d) environmental 
justice & water; e) participation & community engagement; f) wet growth (water-land 
use nexus); & g) resilience & water. 

Watersheds: Beargrass Creek, Green River, Floyd's Fork, Ohio River, Mississippi River, 
Los Angeles River, Anacostia River, Sacramento & American Rivers, Everglades. 

Part of NSF-funded multi-university multi-disciplinary Adaptive Water Governance 
Project; partner in the Kentucky Center of Excellence for Watershed Management; 
sponsors the University of Louisville’s membership in the Universities Council on Water 
Resources. 

Website: http://louisville.edu/landuse  

Contacts: 

Craig Anthony (Tony) Arnold 
Boehl Chair in Property & Land Use; Professor; Chair of CLUER 
Center for Land Use & Environmental Responsibility, University of Louisville 
426 W. Bloom St. 
Louisville, KY 40208 
(502) 852-6388 
tony.arnold@louisville.edu  

  

http://louisville.edu/landuse
mailto:tony.arnold@louisville.edu
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What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Scholarly & applied research, institutional design, resilience justice, water justice, 
community & public engagement, adaptive watershed planning & governance, adaptive 
urban water planning & governance, resilience, integration of land use planning, and 
water planning. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Resilience justice policy assessments (free to government agencies, community-based 
organizations, & nonprofits on an as-available basis), scholarly & applied research, 
policy assessments, institutional design, community & public engagement processes. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

Scholarly & applied research, institutional design, resilience justice, water justice, 
community & public engagement, adaptive watershed planning & governance, adaptive 
urban water planning & governance, resilience, integration of land use planning, and 
water planning. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Scholarly & applied research, institutional design, resilience justice, water justice, 
community & public engagement, adaptive watershed planning & governance, adaptive 
urban water planning & governance, resilience, integration of land use planning, and 
water planning. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Scholarly & applied research, institutional design, resilience justice, water justice, 
community & public engagement, adaptive watershed planning & governance, adaptive 
urban water planning & governance, resilience, integration of land use planning, and 
water planning. 
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Western Kentucky University, 
Center for Environmental 
and Workplace Health 
 

Mission Statement: 

CEWH will solve local and regional challenges in environmental and workplace health, 
and occupational safety and health through innovative research, education, outreach, 
and service that creates safer and healthier communities, workplaces, and workers. This 
mission will focus on student-centered applied research that transfers knowledge into 
practice. 

Focus of Organization: 

Water quality assessments and modeling, wasteload allocation studies, risk assessment 
for human health and environmental protection, stream corridor assessments, 
macroinvertebrate surveys, and watershed health education for communities, including 
video production. 

Website: https://www.wku.edu/cewh/  

Contacts: 

Ritchie Taylor 
Associate Professor and Director 
Dept. of Public Health 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-745-8975 
ritchie.taylor@wku.edu  
 

Jacqueline Basham 
Associate Director and Instructor 
Dept. of Public Health 
1906 College Height Blvd. 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-745-3981 
jacqueline.basham@wku.edu  

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

• Enhance water quality and stream corridor assessments in the Green River 
Watershed as part of Green River Watershed Watch.  

• Assist communities in protection of watershed health and the reduction of 
stormwater impacts.  

• Increase stormwater and watershed education in partner communities.  
• Provide student based research opportunities focused on watershed assessment 

and protection in partner communities. 

https://www.wku.edu/cewh/
mailto:ritchie.taylor@wku.edu
mailto:jacqueline.basham@wku.edu
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What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

• Student researchers, graduate and undergraduate, and faculty to conduct 
assessments, projects, and education. 

• Stream corridor assessments to include physical habitat, water quality, and 
biological evaluations. 

• Development of education videos and programs to support stormwater NPDES 
requirements. 

• Support for stormwater NPDES program assessment and development. 
• Grant writing and partnerships on funding opportunities. 
• Data analysis expertise. 
• Information sharing and management services, including web based analytics. 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

• NPDES stormwater program support and assessment projects. 
• Water quality research, to include evaluation of impacts to human and watershed 

health. 
• Stormwater and watershed health education and video production. 
• Water quality and wasteload allocation studies, including modeling and support 

of TMDL assessment. 
• Data and program management. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Development of partnerships and funding to support watershed improvement. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

There needs to be a major effort to connect the Watershed Watch program in the Green 
River Basin to ongoing and continued research.  A major gap exists in that water quality 
problems are identified in volunteer monitoring.  However, there is no funding to 
conduct substantial research to ground truth the results and develop a watershed 
assessment program that can be sustained by the volunteers and partners.  Significant 
funding is needed to provide an ongoing program of data analysis, identification of 
watershed impacts, continued monitoring and assessments to evaluate the identified 
problems, development of remediation plans, and feedback loops for continuous 
improvements in watershed health.  Funding is the major limitation to improvement of 
watershed health in the Green River Watershed. 
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WKU HydroAnalytical 
Lab 

 

Mission Statement: 

HydroAnalytical Lab is part of the Applied Research and Technology Program (ARTP) at 
Western Kentucky University (WKU) and aims to provide innovative, high-quality water 
resources and hydrologic analytical services to ensure clean and safe water for public 
health and support research on water quality and quantity. Not only does the Lab 
provide analytical services to a vast diversity of customers, including government 
agencies, public industries, researchers, and private clients, HydroAnalytical offers 
extensive research capabilities that allow collaboration between faculty and students at 
WKU and externally in all things water resource related. Our facility also offers 
progressive, customized services in inorganic/general chemistry, metals, organic 
chemistry/volatiles, microbiology, and field sampling and analyses for waste water, 
stormwater, drinking water, groundwater, and industrial testing. HydroAnalytical takes 
pride in offering EPA-certified microbiological testing for drinking water and 
wastewater. To help serve our customers further, we offer sample collection, sample 
pickup, and electronic form reporting, as well as guaranteed two-week data turnaround. 
We are proud to serve south-central Kentucky and the surrounding region’s laboratory 
water analysis needs. 

Focus of Organization: 

HydroAnalytical Lab aims to provide innovative, high-quality water resource and 
hydrologic analytical services to ensure clean and safe water for public health and 
support research on water quality and quantity. HydroAnalytical offers extensive 
research capabilities that allow collaboration between faculty and students at WKU and 
externally in all things water resource related. We offer progressive, customized services 
in inorganic/general chemistry, metals, organic chemistry/volatiles, microbiology, and 
field sampling and analyses for waste water, stormwater, drinking water, groundwater, 
and industrial testing at the local, national, and international levels. 

Website: https://www.hydroanalytical.com/  

 

 

https://www.hydroanalytical.com/
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Contacts: 

Jason Polk 
Director 
1906 College Heights Blvd. #31066 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-745-5015 
jason.polk@wku.edu  
 
HydroAnalytical Lab 
2413 Nashville Road Suite 100 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-745-5287 
hydroanalytical@wku.edu  

Ethan Givan 
Lab Manager 
2413 Nashville Road, Suite 100 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-745-5287 
ethan.givan@wku.edu  

 
What are your organization’s major water related goals and priorities? 

Water quality and quantity, sustainability, water resource research and management, 
real-time monitoring networks, flood management, and innovative research methods 
for studying karst groundwater. 

What resources can your organization offer to potential watershed 
partners? 

Lab services, field services, collaborative research and proposal writing, expertise in 
karst groundwater studies, student researchers, data sharing (meteorological, water 
quality and quantity). 

What are your organization’s main areas of expertise? 

EPA certified water analyses, geochemical analyses, karst groundwater, water quality 
and quantity monitoring, big data processing, sustainability and environmental 
education. 

What areas would your organization like to strengthen to be more effective 
at watershed improvement? 

Collaborative management, water quality monitoring at broad spatial scales. 

What are some collaborative opportunities that you see for your 
organization or watershed of interest? 

Real-time monitoring network development, water quality studies, water resource 
outreach and education. 

mailto:jason.polk@wku.edu
mailto:hydroanalytical@wku.edu
mailto:ethan.givan@wku.edu
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